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HUNDERTWASSER ART CENTRE,  
NORTHLAND, NEW ZEALAND

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Hundertwasser Art Centre with Wairau Māori Art Gallery is an 
original Hundertwasser architecture project. Absolute rationalism, 
geometric straight lines and the uniformity of modern architecture 
is abandoned in favour of new values like uniqueness, romanticism, 
individuality, creativity, especially creativity in harmony with nature. 
Hundertwasser created houses in which the creativity of nature meets 
human creativity. In keeping with his philosophy, the Hundertwasser 
Art Centre restores territories to nature with spontaneous vegetation, 
tree tenants and an afforested roof.

German architect Heinz M. Springmann and Grant Harris of HB 
Architecture in New Zealand brought to life Hundertwasser’s vision. 
Skilled artisans, craftspeople, engineers, builders, technical experts 
and community leaders worked together for two years to realise the 
unique structure. Led by Hātea Art Precinct Trust, they overcame a 
series of impossible obstacles along the way, including a construction 
cost overrun and the impact of Covid-19. 

Ecological sustainability is a central tenet of the construction, which 
alongside enduring new materials from New Zealand and Europe, uses 
40,000 recycled bricks, 1600 cubic metres of recycled native timber 
of the original building, 5,000 recycled pavers and 3,000m2 of locally 
crafted tiles.

Alongside his famous public toilets in Kawakawa, the Hundertwasser 
Art Centre is the only other example of Hundertwasser’s architecture 
in the southern hemisphere.

The launch of the Hundertwasser Art Centre realises a shared dream 
that has transformed the lives of everyone who participated in its 
creation. The visionary architectural project was made possible 
through the commitment of a determined community over many 
years of fundraising and it is supported by the Hundertwasser Non-
Profit Foundation in Vienna.

Information courtesy of the Hundertwasser Art Centre with Wairau Art Gallery, www.
hundertwasseraratcetnre.co.nz

PROJECT REQUIREMENT

3,000m² of locally crafted tiles needed to be installed, using tile 
installation systems that would be compatible with, and allow, the 
desired unique and creative asthetic to be achieved with the different 
tile types. 
 
CHALLENGES
The biggest challenge was to throw off the conventional rules and 
styles of a traditional tile setting application - no straight lines, 
balance, uniformity.

	

LOCATION

Dent Street, Whangarei, New Zealand

SIKA PRODUCTS

Sika Prohesive Lite, Sika CleanGrout, Sika Prohesive Promaxset Plus, 
Problend G15

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS
Tiling Contractors: 	 Carl Sayer Tiling / 100H2O Limited	
Client:	 Whangarei District Council
Builder/Contractor:	 Trigg Construction
Architects:	 HB Architecture (Whangarei), 

Springmann Architektur (Germany), The 
Hundertwasser Non Profit Foundation 
(Austria).

Right: The structure embraces curves, undulations, nature and many colours 
and materials. 



Above: The Hundertwasser Art Centre's gilded cupola - a 
common feature of the artist's architectural projects.



"ABSOLUTE RATIONALISM, GEOMETRIC STRAIGHT LINES AND THE 
UNIFORMITY OF MODERN ARCHITECTURE IS ABANDONED IN FAVOUR 
OF NEW VALUES LIKE UNIQUENESS, ROMANTICISM, INDIVIDUALITY, 
CREATIVITY, ESPECIALLY CREATIVITY IN HARMONY WITH NATURE."

Interior rooms, floors, walls and stairs were included in the tiling works. The tiling craftsmen were encouraged to be creative and 'let loose'.  





Right: The stunning, larger-than-
life ceramics at the entrance of the 
Hundertwasser Art Centre were specially 
crafted in Vienna.  Below (left): The 
structure embraces curves, undulations, 
nature and many colours and materials. 





Sika (NZ) Ltd
PO BOX 19192
Avondale · Auckland
1746 · New Zealand

Contact
Phone 	 0800 745 269

www.sika.co.nz
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 40,000 
   RECYCLED BRICKS

5,000
RECYCLED PAVERS 3,000 

SQUARE METRES OF LOCALLY 
CRAFTED TILES

1600 CUBIC METRES OF 
RECYCLED NATIVE TIMBER OF THE 
ORIGINAL BUILDING


